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Confidence and Learning:

Expecting the Dance Feast

by Dr. Chiu Kun-Liang

The early 20th century was witness to the rise of
nationalism and cultural identity around the globe.
In Taiwan, the nationalist movement against the
colonial Japanese government had its cultural
manifestation as well. In direct opposition to the
colonial government's all-Japanese cultural policy,
Taiwanese artists sought to create their own
identity by simultaneously delving into their own
roots and investigating foreign dance forms. Thus
Taiwanese arts education came to embrace
traditional drama and fine arts as well as foreign
dance technique. During this early period in the
development of Taiwanese dance, the performing
arts attracted many upper class Taiwanese youths,
who followed in the lead of Japanese dance artist
Ishi-l Baku (5#&) in combining eastern and
western influences. For many years, residents of
major Taiwanese cities such as Taipei, Tainan, and
Ping-Dong studied modern dance, ballet,
Japanese dance, and Chinese dance in private
studios, planting the first seeds of Taiwanese
dance education.

The 1950's saw the advent of government-
sponsored dance competitions that produced many
excellent dancers despite their sometimes
problematic political undercurrent. In the 1970's,
major dance figures such as Cloud Gate founder
Lin Hwai-Min studied abroad and brought Martha
Graham technique back to Taiwan, where the form
took firm root. Multidisciplinary combinations of
music, literature and drama became an important
aspect of the performing arts. It was a period rife
with growth and new ideas, the beginning of the
new dance wave.

Dance at Taipei National University of the Arts
(TNUA) was established in 1980, marking a turning
point for dance education in Taiwan. Currently, the
institution offers extensive training in modern
dance, ballet and Chinese dance, as well as
Taiwanese aboriginal dances and other local

President of Taipei National University of the Arts

dance forms. The university has also proved to be
fertile ground for collaboration between different
artistic disciplines. A prime example of this
interdisciplinary collaboration was TNUA's 2004
production of The Nutcracker, performed at the
National Theater of Taiwan, which seamlessly
combined dance, theater, music, fine arts, and
multi-media technology. The level of collaboration
was colossal, involving more than three hundred
visual artists and more than a hundred eighty
dancers and musicians.

For more than twenty years, TNUA has nurtured
numerous dance professionals whose success has
helped to bring Taiwanese dance to the
international stage. Although our accomplishments
have been significant, there is still much room for
further growth. We need to increase our
knowledge of and participation in the rich field of
dance research, to continue innovating in and
developing dance education, and to build stronger
bridges with the international world.

2004 is a special year for dance in Taiwan.
TNUA Professor Yunyu Wang has brought together
five organizations, CORD, WDA, ICKL, DNB and
PPR, and seven Taiwanese universities to discuss
the topic of "Dance, Identity and Integration." This
international dance conference is enormous in
scope, bringing scholars and performers from
twenty-plus countries, including more than eight
hundred Taiwanese and more than two hundred
international artists, onto the campuses of Taipei
National University of the Arts, Chinese Culture
University, and Taipei Physical Education College.

Special guests to our campus include the
renowned Ann Hutchinson Guest, Labanotation's
most respected figure, who made Nijinsky's
"Afternoon Fern" live again on stage, and senior
Labanotation specialist, Odette Blum, who
published "Dance in Ghana." We are also
privileged to have Susan Foster, the distinguished

A FENEHME THE% ) BUEE Mo Bury the Petal

choreographer, dancer, and writer who established
the world's first Ph.D. program of dance history at
UC-Riverside. In addition, we are delighted to
welcome Deborah Jowitt, principal dance critic for
New York's Village Voice, who will also premier her
new book at the conference.

In celebration of the conference, TNUA's
bookstore is hosting a special dance exhibition.
The exhibition brings hundreds of cutting-edge
dance books and videos in English, French,
Japanese, Spanish and Chinese to Taiwan for the
first time. Subjects include dance history, medicine,
criticism, performance, and other dance-related
subjects. This exhibition is a significant step
towards the goal of making TNUA's bookstore a
major dance resource center for Taiwan. A book-
signing session by Ann Hutchinson Guest,
Deborah Jowitt, and Susan Foster will also take
place during the conference, allowing lovers of
dance writing to meet them personally.

The research topics of the 2004 International
Dance Conference are particularly rich: the themes
of "Dance, Identity and Integration,” "Dance
Technology and Laban Studies" and "Dance
Medicine" will be thoroughly investigated at three
separate conference sites. TNUA will showcase
the work of dance artists from around the world,
while CCU will present classical Labanotation
reconstructions. In addition, eight dance festivals
and workshops will be held alongside the three
major conferences. The vibrant dance activity
during this time is a considerable step forward for
Taiwanese dance, promising much future
discussion, exchange, and enrichment. 2004 is
indeed a significant year for dance in Taiwan. Let
us hope that the rich artistic and scholarly
exchange shared during this time will spark further
growth in the field of dance education and in the
new Taiwanese dance generation.
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