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Lilya Zilberstein, Wang 
Jian, Dave Samuels
lecture at TNUA 

TNUA and the Shanghai Conservatory of Music (SCOM) 
last month signed an agreement to become sister 
schools, with both sides looking forward to various col-
laboration and exchange programs.

The agreement was signed at a ceremony on Dec. 18 
by TNUA President Prof. Ju Tzong-Ching and SCOM Vice 
President Zhang Xianping, witnessed by others from 
both sides.

Prof. Ju, extending a warm welcome to the 13-member 
SCOM delegation, noted that TNUA has fostered active 
interactions with arts institutions in the Greater China 
area in recent years, having established sisterhood ties 
with the Beijing Film Academy, Shanghai Theater Acad-
emy and Fudan University and conducted various ex-
change activities. He said he hopes the latest agreement 
with SCOM will promote exchange and collaboration 
between both schools.  

SCOM not only is a famous academy with a long history, 
but also has an extensive network of international connec-
tions, Prof. Ju said. TNUA has also stepped up its efforts 
to develop international exchange, often inviting world-
renowned masters from such fields as film, dance, music 
and visual arts to offer lectures, he said. He believes that 
the exchange of teachers and students can help both sides 
extend their international ties in the near future.   

TNUA and SCOM sign sisterhood pact  
 Prof. Zhang, giving regards to Prof. Ju and all others in 

the TNUA family on behalf of SCOM President Xu Shuya, 
said they were here both to sign the sisterhood pact and 
discuss plans for the exchange of teachers, students and 
publications. He said that right after returning home they 
ill unveil related plans to accelerate exchange between 
both sides.  

As the oldest music academy in China, SCOM has made 
international exchange one of its major development fo-
cuses. It has set up collaboration ties with more than 40 
famous institutions and has been in talks with the Juil-
liard School, Manhattan School of Music, New England 
Conservatory, Berklee College of Music, San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music and Canada’s Royal Conservatory 
of Music for cooperation projects till 2013.

Prof. Zhang noted that with its economy growing 
strong, China’s central and local governments are allo-
cating more funding and support for SCOM, allowing it 
to run more international programs and send more stu-
dents abroad. 

TNUA’s Department of Music invited three renowned 
musicians, Lilya Zilberstein, Wang Jian and Dave Samu-
els as guest lecturers in December.

The Russian pianist Ms. Zilberstein made her third visit 
to TNUA, while the Chinese cellist Mr. Wang visited the 
school for the second time. Prof. Samuels, the percus-
sionist from the United States, arrived on Dec. 13 to offer 
a week-long series of lectures. All three distinguished 
guests demonstrated and explained their arts in their 
respective one-on-one teaching sessions with TNUA stu-
dents.

Ms. Zilberstein won the 1987 Concorso Busoni, and 
since then she has been frequently touring in Europe 
and the United States. She has partnered with Martha 
Argerich in piano duets for many times. In 1991, she 
performed with the Claudio Abbado-conductd Berliner 
Philharmoniker. She has also performed with many other 
famous orchestras and conductors, such as Christoph 
Eschenbach and James Levine. She is known for her per-
fect rendition of works by Liszt, Rachmaninoff and Mus-
sorgsky.  

Mr. Wang, who last visited TNUA two years ago, lec-
tured on Dec. 12, teaching students how to play works 
by Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich and Boccherini. Explain-
ing the bowing technique of spiccato, Mr. Wang showed 
how the bow actually did not leave the strings and how 
the wrist should act like a “spring,” instead of using the 
strength of the arm. He made his debut recital at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall in 1986, and since then has enjoyed 
a successful career as a performer. In1993, he formed a 
trio with pianist Maria Joao Pires and violinist Augustin 
Dumay to perform in many prestigious venues, which 
propelled him further to international fame. 

Prof. Samuels told students to observe the common 
grounds in the world of music. Citing the father of west-
ern music as an example, Prof. Samuel noted that J.S. 
Bach’s harmony was employed in Jazz music from the 
1940s to 1960s, and even The Beatles used the same 
harmony. He also advised students to record their own 
performance. By listening to one’s own performance, one 
can discover his or her own strengths and weaknesses. 
This learning process is what he calls “one’s musical mir-
ror.”Prof. Samuels is known as the top mallet player of 
his generation, and recognized for his fresh new sound 
and creative approach to both the vibraphone and ma-
rimba. 

Caption: TNUA President Prof. Ju Tzong-Ching, right, and SCOM Vice 
President Zhang Xianping sign a collaboration and exchange agree-
ment.

Caption：Three renowned musicians, Lilya Zilberstein(top), Wang Jian 
and Dave Samuels(bottom) as guest lecturers at TNUA.


