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Prof. Tsuguo remarked that Taipei and Okinawa are 
geographically very close, and the two universities have a 
lot in common, as they have similar artistic languages and 
they are both young.  Both are alike in terms of the facul-
ties and expertise they offer.  The OPUA president looks 
forward to close cooperation with TNUA in the future. 

Besides Prof. Ju and Prof. Tsuguo, other school officials 
also attended the agreement signing. TNUA officials in-
cluded: Prof. Hwei-Jin Liu, dean of the School of Music; 
Prof. Shien-Ta Su, chairman of the Department of Music; 
and Prof. Hsi-Chuan Liu, chairman of the Department 
of Fine Arts. OPUA officials included:  Prof. Atsumi 
Kaneshiro, Prof. Hideharu Umeda and Prof. Mustuji 
Tanaka. 

The OPUA delegation was also shown around the 
campus, visiting the School of Fine Arts, the Center for 
Art and Technology, the KdMoFA, the facilities of the 
Performing Arts Center, the KD Arts Gallery Shop.  They 
also listened to a rehearsal for a concert by music stu-
dents.   

TNUA and the Okinawa Prefectural University of the 
Arts (OPUA) signed an agreement to forge sister-

hood ties on May 6, with both sides looking to coopera-
tion on exchanging teachers and students, arranging 
exhibitions and performances, and running other pro-
grams.

 
TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching pointed out 

that the two universities have had many interactions since 
1996 when the School of Fine Arts started an exchange 
program with OPUA. In February this year, a delegation 
from the Department of Traditional Music visited the 
Okinawa university and held a concert there. 

Relationship between the two schools entered a new 
phase as OPUA’s president, Prof.   Tsuguo Sakumoto, 
came to TNUA to sign the sisterhood agreement, Prof. Ju 
remarked. He noted  the participation by OPUA teach-
ers and students in the “2011 International Forum for 
Art Education in Asia” (2011 FAEA) hosted by TNUA’s 
School of Fine Arts on May 5, and in the “Haiku-Sculpture 
2011” exhibition which opened at the Kuandu Museum 
of Fine Arts (KdMoFA) on May 6 – which kick-started 
the sisterhood ties between the two sides.

In order to promote ties with universities in Taiwan 
and cross-disciplinary learning, TNUA and National 

Tsing Hua University (NTHU) signed a student exchange 
agreement on April 25, 2011.

The agreement will allow exchange programs to start in 
Academic Year 2011, allowing different learning environ-
ments to stimulate students’ creativity and broaden their 
achievements.

The signing of the agreement took place just one day 
after NTHU marked the 100th anniversary of its found-
ing, said the Hsinchu-based university’s president, Dr. Lih 
J. Chen.       

Dr. Chen said the agreement not only has laid a new 
milestone, but also represents NTHU’s recognition of the 
importance of art to the future of his university. Art will 
definitely form a major field of studies in NTHU’s future 
curriculum, he added. 

Dr. Chen said by promoting such cross-disciplinary 
collaboration projects NTHU aims to organically inte-
grate all quality studies to give students a chance of brain-
storming in different learning environments. 

He said NTHU actually has a group of “art dropouts” 
who are well-trained in music and fine arts, but have had 
to set them aside because of their present studies. 

In addition, NTHU has started enrolling talented mu-
sic and art students to form a fresh source of expertise in 
a university that is famous for its science and technology 
studies. Such collaboration is common among universi-
ties in other countries, but it is the first time between top 
universities in Taiwan, he added.

TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching noted that any 
art performance or exhibition itself is an incorporation 
of different art disciplines, social aspects, scientific and 
technological knowledge, management and executive ex-
pertise. 

TNUA, NTHU sign cross-disciplinary 
student exchange agreement

Caption: TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching, right, and NTHU President 
Dr. Lih J. Chen, left, sign a student exchange agreement on April 25.
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Cross-disciplinary thinking is a major global trend and 
there have been many successful cases. With the govern-
ment identifying the cultural creative industry as one 
of six emerging industries it will promote, there will be 
many opportunities arising from cross-disciplinary de-
velopment in Taiwan.

In order to expand students’ perspectives and cre-
ate different possibilities, TNUA lists cross-disciplinary 
learning as one of the major items of school development, 
Prof. Ju said.

TNUA has already made efforts promoting cross-
disciplinary learning among its different faculties, and 
the agreement with NTHU will create exciting cross-
disciplinary developments on an inter-university level.

The exchange program between the two universities 
will offer non-degree full-time studies for 10 students 
each semester.

Caption:OPUA President Prof. Tsuguo Sakumoto, second from left, presents 
a gift to TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching, second from right, after they 
signed an agreement to forge sisterhood ties between the two universities on 
May 6.


