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Outstanding alumna holds wig-making workshop
/ International Bulletin /////

Caption:(Right) Students with wigs the created at the workshop.
                (Left)  TNUA alumna Ming-Yen Ho, right, conducts a wig-making 
                            workshop.
                          

  To realize her dream of becoming a makeup designer 
in the film industry, Ho furthered her studies at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina School of Arts, specializing in 
makeup and wig designs. 

She subsequently won the USITT’s Young Designer 
and Technician Award in 2009 and the first prize at the 
2010 International Make-Up Artist Trade Show (IMATS) 
in Los Angeles.   

In the US and Europe, special makeup designs are im-
portant for achieving visual effects in theatrical produc-
tions, Ho said. But in Taiwan, there is still much room for 
improvement in this area.   

Now a wig designer of the House of Dancing Water at 
Macau’s Grand Hyatt Hotel, Ho brought along various 
kinds of wig to the workshop to help explain the use of 
different materials, the skills of combing, preserving and 
making, as well as the steps of putting them on.   

Ming-Yen Ho, winner of the 2009 USITT (United 
States Institute for Theatre Technology) Makeup 

Design Ward, conducted a one-week wig-making work-
shop at TNUA in May, at the invitation of the Depart-
ment of Theatrical Design and Technology. 

Ho revealed that she worked at Cloud Gate Dance The-
atre managing costumes for three years after graduating 
from the department in 1996. The experience at Cloud 
Gate was immensely helpful.

She explained that she had had many theatrical experi-
ences while still at school. It was easier working in school 
productions where every tool and material would be 
readily available. But it is much different working with a 
professional grop on tour, Ho said. They have to deal with 
such contingencies as insufficient props or delayed arrival 
of baggage.

These are tests of the capabilities of the workers that 
may not be seen at school, she said. But with each diffi-
culty one grows and matures. 

The Department of Dance presented postmodern 
choreographer and dancer Trisha Brown’s “Sololos,” 

directed by Prof. Abigail Yager, in its summer production 
in May.

It is the second time that Prof. Yager has worked with 
TNUA’s Department of Dance since they staged Brown’s 
“Set and Reset” in 2005.

Brown founder her dance company in 1970 and since 
then has continued to experiment and create, and is con-
sidered one of the most influential dancers from the US. 
She has been invited regularly to perform in Europe. 

Prof. Yager from the US was a dancer with the Trisha 
Brown Dance Company between 1992 and 2002. In 1996, 
she and her husband Yang Ming-long came to Taiwan 
with the Trisha Brown Dance Company and presented 
Brown’s “M.O” at the National Theater in Taipei.

Since leaving the Trisha Brown Dance Company, she 
has joined the dance faculty of the Ohio State University 
and has assisted several restagings of Brown’s choreog- Trisha Brown “Sololos”    Photo by Liu Chen-Hsiang 

raphy including, “Newark” at the Lyon Opera Ballet and 
“L’Orfee” at La Monnaie National Opera of Belgium.  

Commenting on the restaging of “Sololos” in Taipei, 
Prof. Yager said it is a work reflecting the “multiple per-
sonality” of the choreographer. “Sololos,” premiered in 
1976, is part of “Line Up,” the collection of works created 
out of Brown’s structured improvisation. 

“Sololos” is only 12 minutes long, but each perfor-
mance may be different because of the design of a “Caller.” 
The Caller will give out orders to other dancers, telling 
them to skip to any part of the dance or even reverse the 
movements, Prof. Yager explained. Therefore, the dance 
will be different each time it is performed because of a 
different Caller.

It is very demanding on the dancers, but the Caller’s 
role is very important in that he or she has to improvise 
in a way that will still keep the structure and fluidity of 
the dance, she said.
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