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TNUA, Chapman University in filmmaking project

Caption: Students from TNUA and Chapman University participate in filmmak-
ing exchange activities in Taipei and Los Angeles this summer.

Taiwan’s film industry lags behind that in the United 
States, and therefore the project is more inspirational 
for TNUA students. The exchange project is led by Prof. 
Jim Shum from TNUA and Prof. Michael Kowalski from 
Chapman University. A total of almost 20 students from 
both schools are taking part in the project. Major activi-
ties in the project include making short films, workshops 
and visits to filmmaking, arts and cultural institutions in 
the host countries. 

   
The project began on July 22 with the TNUA team vis-

iting Chapman for a 12-day filmmaking and learning trip. 
The second round started on August 9 with the Chapman 
participants coming to TNUA also for a 12-day visit. The 
Chapman visitors were eager to learn how filmmaking 
funds could be obtain in Taiwan, a possible location for 
their future filmmaking projects. 

The project has entered its third phase, which will last 
till the end of the year. During this phase, both schools 
will work on post-production for the films they have 
made. And they are expected to screen the films through 
video-conferencing by the end of December.

TNUA and Chapman University have been con-
ducting a filmmaking exchange project since this 

summer, with activities taking place in Taipei and Los 
Angeles.

This was the second time that the two schools have 
collaborated in arranging inter-school and international 
exchange activities, the last time being in 2009, with the 
hope that students from different cultural backgrounds 
could better understand different cultures through dis-
cussion and cooperation for filmmaking projects. 

The project is also meant to give students the opportu-
nities to accumulate experience in international collabo-
ration and improve their international competitiveness. 
Professor Tung Wang, chairman of the Department of 
Filmmaking, said the activities not only are enhancing 
exchange between the two institutions of film art, but also 
are giving teachers from both sides the opportunity to 
gain overseas teaching experience.

Students can also gain practical filmmaking experience 
and understand more about the influence of different cul-
tures on filmmaking, Prof. Wang said. And students can 
learn to complete a film production under a different cul-
ture, language, professional practice and habit, he added.

Prof. Nicolas Collins from the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, famous for his handmade electronic music, 

delivered a lecture at TNUA on September 15 at the invi-
tation of the Center for Art and Technology. 

He not only demonstrated the process of making hand-
made musical instruments but also gave an improvised 
performance with the handmade instruments along with 
some students. Prof. Collins’ book, Handmade Electronic 
Music – The Art of Hardware Hacking, has influenced the 
world of new electronic music.

Prof. Collins said he often travels around the world to 
give lectures and performances. He will look for discard-
ed tools for making instruments wherever he goes. 

He demonstrated his point by showing the circuit 
board he found in France. He said it was an old computer 
part that for ordinary engineers would be totally useless. 
But for him it would become an electronic instrument 
after some simple transformation.

 With different circuit designs, Prof. Collins can turn 
a cigar box, a nail clipper or any ordinary things into an 
electronic instrument. 

Caption: Prof. Nicolas Collins demonstrates the art of handmade electronic 
instruments.

He said he enjoys the feeling of playing handmade 
electronic music with others. He demonstrated the fun by 
giving an improvised performance along with six students 
from the Department of New Media – a show enhanced 
by special effects he created with candles and other props.   

Prof. Collins, born in 1954 in New York City, is a for-
mer student of Alvin Lucier. He received a B.A. and M.A. 
from Wesleyan University. A composer, Prof. Collins has 
worked with pianist David Tudor and many other world-
renowned musicians. 

He lived in Europe in the 1990s, and served as artistic 
co-director at STEIM (Studio for Electro Instrumental 
Music) in Amsterdam, and a German Academic Ex-
change Service (DAAD) composer-in-residence in Berlin. 
Since 1999 he has been teaching at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, and is currently editor-in-chief of the Leonardo 
Music Journal.
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