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TNUA and OCHSPA sign MOU 

Caption: Scholars and experts from Taiwan and overseas take part in the sympo-
sium.

ernment organization (NGO) founded in Paris, France 
in 2008. It is devoted to research on and conservation of 
cultural heritage sites. It has sponsored many conserva-
tion projects. 

Addressing the opening ceremony of the event, TNUA 
President Prof. Ju,Tzong-ching said both tangible and 
intangible assets are indications of the best developments 
in human beings’ history and civilization, as well as im-
portant records of human beings’ culture and life. There-
fore, it is imperative that efforts be devoted to preserving 
them, he said.

Taiwan, playing an important cultural role in Asia, has 
witnessed the interactions of multiple cultures, particu-
larly the dissemination of Buddhism, Prof. Ju noted. For 
the conservation, study, protection and management of 
cultural assets, TNUA will continue to actively promote 
exchanges with internationally well-known institutions, 
with the hope to establish partnerships where resources 
can be shared and talents can be trained for work related 
the conservation of the world’s cultures, he added.  

  

TNUA hosted the 2011 Oriental Cultural Heritage 
Sites Protection Alliance (OCHSPA) International 

Academic Symposium in Taipei last month. 

“From South Asia to Taiwan - Cultural Heritage, His-
tory’s Memories, Buddhist Art” was the theme of the two-
day symposium, which opened on October 21, with pre-
sentations and talks by nine experts from Taiwan and 13 
other from another 10 countries -- Bhutan, India, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Korea and 
China.

During the symposium, TNUA also signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) with the OCHSPA on 
collaboration on various educational, artistic and experi-
mental projects, as well as exchange of research informa-
tion and personnel.  

A six-point “Taipei Declaration” for the conservation 
of cultural assets was also ratified at the symposium, 
which was attended by almost 300 people.

The OCHSPA is an important international non-gov-

A delegation of over 70 teachers and students from 
TNUA departed on October 7 for a three-week 

visit to France and Austria, during which they called on 
sister schools and gave concerts. 

They visited Conservatoire national supérieur de mu-
sique et de danse de Paris, Universität Mozarteum Salz-
burg, and Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst 
Wien.

Their excellent performances in five concerts in France 
and Austria won them wide acclaim. They also received 
more invitations for future visits, again attesting to 
TNUA’s success on the international stage. TNUA Presi-
dent Prof. Ju, Tzong-ching noted that in this age of glo-
balization, arts and culture form an important channel of 
international exchange. 

Under the leadership of Prof. Hwei-jin Liu, dean of the 
School of Music, and Prof. Shien-ta Su, chairman of the 
Department of Music, the trip to Europe – the birth place 
of classical music – as well as the concerts in France and 
Austria, attested to the fact TNUA teachers and students’ 
exceptional performance in the professional fields of art 

has already been recognized internationally, Prof. Ju said.    

The Europe trip has also bolstered Taiwan’s soft power, 
making great strides forward, he added.

Prof. Liu pointed out that the idea of making such a 
trip was first conceived in 2009 when Taiwan-born pia-
nist Fang-yi Lee, her French husband Guillaume Plays – 
the principal violinist of France’s Orchestre de la Garde 
Republicaine – and French conductor François Boulanger 
guest-lectured at TNUA.

The concert tour in Europe was realized as a result of 
the strong assistance by Prof. Lee, as well as the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the Council for Cultural Affairs, 
Prof. Liu said.

TNUA also extended its gratitude to the Chi Mei Cul-
ture Foundation for lending 38 string instruments from 
its collection for the tour, as well as sponsoring the insur-
ance and air tickets for the cellos. 

TNUA musicians in Europe tour
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Caption: Pianist Fang-yi Lee and conductor François  Boulanger perform with 
the TNUA Orchestra.


