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temporary music to present a new aspect of digital per-
forming arts. It will be the festival’s opening performance 
taking place at the KdMoFA outdoor square at 6 p.m. on 
New Year Day.    

The festival has several themes. There is a special in-
ternational exhibition of works by Nils Voelker from 
Germany; Zimoun from Switzerland; Bill Viola from the 
United States; and Nam June Paik from Korea. In the dig-
ital art section, there will be works by artists and groups 
from TNUA and other local universities to showcase Tai-
wan’s amazing creativity.  

A selection of international digital animation films will 
be screened in a series of activities curated by Yi-ching 
Chen, who has successfully promoted Taiwan’s animation 
art at the Annecy International Animation Film Festival.

A symposium will also be held, inviting local and 
foreign professionals from related fields to discuss the 
possibilities of cross-disciplinary integration of art and 
technology.

The festival will run from January 1 till February 19. 
For more information, please visit:  http://2012fmf.cat.
tnua.edu.tw/ .

TNUA’s Center for Art and Technology will kick off 
the “Transjourney - 2012 Future Media Festival” 

on January 1, 2012 to systematically showcase Taiwan’s 
achievements in digital media art.

The digital world has pushed civilization to an unprec-
edented phase where the intervention of art has created 
endless imagination of the future. 

The festival is designed around the concept of interplay 
between interaction and innovation, documentation and 
representation, the virtual and the real, and the present 
and the future. It will engage top local and foreign digital 
artists and performing groups in a multi-media display 
of lights and sounds and cross-disciplinary interaction at 
the Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts (KdMoFA). 

Participating artists will articulate their views of future 
media art and concepts through their works.  The event 
will also invite related academic and business groups to 
demonstrate their conceptual and visual applications of 
multi-media art.

One of the artists to be featured is Herman Kolgen 
from Canada. His “Train Fragments” is a live percussion 
performance integrating audio-visual effects with con-

Kevin O’Hara from Pixar Animation Studios gave 
a lecture at TNUA on October 31, sharing his ex-

perience in creating animation. He also screened some of 
the short animation clips he created to demonstrate and 
explain his art.

O’Hara was born in New York and greatly inspired by 
Mort Drucke’s and Jack Davis’ works in the MAD maga-
zine. He later decided to devote himself to animation art 
after seeing the remake of Disney’s “The Jungle Book.”

After he graduated from the university, he studied un-
der Milt Neil, the animator who is known for working on 
such Disney works as “Donald Duck” and “Dumbo.” 

O’Hara worked with Don Bluth, Warner Bros., Ralph 
Bakshi, Turner Feature Animation, James Baxter, Dream-
works and Sony before joining Pixar in 2006. 

At Pixar he has played a part in the production of 
many award-winning animation feature films, such as 
“Ratatouille,” “Wall-E,” and “Up.” He also works on short 
animation films. He is currently taking part in the pro-

‘Transjourney - 2012’ media festival to kick off next month 
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duction of a new animation film, “Brave,” which will be 
screened in 2012.

 
Known for his capability of character portraying, 

O’Hara said one of the most important things that en-
hance creativity is the working environment. At Pixar, 
O’Hara said, the company places strong emphasis on in-
teractions between employees. 

He said everyone has his or her own studio, which can 
be designed and decorated in whatever way he or she 
likes. Pixar also arranges training classes, such as drama, 
for its employees, who can also share their experiences 
and creativity with one another through various compa-
ny-arranged activities.

Pixar has a lot of faith in its employees, allowing them 
to constantly experiment and explore new ways, O’Hara 
said, adding the Pixar team works by respecting and 
learning from one another.

Pixar’s O’Hara on animation art 
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Caption: Pixar animator Kevin O’Hara signs on a poster at TNUA.
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