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TNUA delegation at MUPA Festival

Pongthai and other school officials, teachers and students.

The exchange trip was enabled by assistance of Prof. 
Nakano Koji of Burapha University. Prof. Nakano, who 
has been guest professor at TNUA’s School of Music since 
2010, has been keen on nurturing a new generation of 
music composers in Asia. 

He has been impressed by TNUA students’ creativity, 
and hopes they can get inspiration from their culture. 
While Taiwanese music has its root in Chinese music, 
students must identify the difference between the two and 
create music that belongs to and reflect their own culture.

Apart from participating in the MUPA Festival, TNUA 
officials also acted on behalf of the school to sign a pact 
to establish sister ties with Chulalongkorn University.   

A delegation formed by teachers and students from 
the Center for Traditional Arts,  the Department 

of Traditional Music, the Department of Dance and the 
Department of Filmmaking has received wide acclaim for 
their performances at the MUPA Festival in Thailand.

The first week of the Burapha University-organized 
festival was designated the “TNUA Week,” which greatly 
increased TNUA’s international visibility. The 31-member 
TNUA team had the honor to give the opening concert 
for the festival, whose theme was “Asia on Stage.”  

For the week, the TNUA delegation staged various 
performances, ranging from Beijing Opera, traditional 
Taiwanese music, and a production mixing music, dance 
and film with the help of local students.  

The delegation also conducted workshops to showcase 
various art forms, such as Beijing Opera and dance of 
Taiwan’s indigenous peoples.

Upon arrival in Thailand, the delegation received a 
warm welcome from Burapha’s president, Prof. Sompol 

Cloud Gate 2 choreographer Tsung-lung Cheng’s 
“On the Road” has won Best Group at Premio 

Roma Danza’s International Choreographic Competition 
and the first prize of the International Contemporary 
Dance Festival of the Canary Islands, MASDANZA, this 
year.

Cheng, which graduated from TNUA in 2002, turned 
his personal journey into a 70-minute amazing work 
danced to the tunes of different styles of music, including 
rock and roll, Taiwanese folksong, Satsuma biwa, Kash-
mir religious music, and Beethoven, which represent dif-
ferent moments of the journey.

In April, Cheng received a sponsorship from the Na-
tional Culture and Arts Foundation for “On the Road.” 
There were no professional stage settings or lightings for 
his intensive practices and rehearsals in a small, simple 
classroom lit only by natural light. 

But his eventual public performance won wide acclaim 
and he later received an invitation to stage the work at the 
National Experimental Theater in July. 

Then he took “On the Road” to Premio Roma Danza 
and MASDANZA, and won top honors in both competi-
tions. 

“One step at a time, and you will reach your destina-
tion,” said Cheng, recounting his creation of “On the 
Road.” 

Cheng said he is not keen to seek fame or win the au-
dience’s applause, but rather to do something for himself 
and others.

He said all along he has experienced ups and downs, 
but every time when he was lost he had the encourage-
ment and help of many mentors, such as Prof. Lo Man-
fei, Prof. Lin Hwai-min and Prof. Heng Ping, all of whom 
helped him rediscover himself.

Cheng is embarking on a new journey to New York in 
December. He is going to stay there for a year to create 
new works. 

Cheng’s ‘On the Road’ wins major dance prizes

/ International Bulletin ////// International Bulletin /////

Caption: Tsung-lung Cheng’s “On the Road.”

Caption: Prof. Hwei-Jin Liu, dean of the School of Music (standing, third 
from right), Prof. Heng Ping, dean of the School of Dance (standing, second 
from right), Prof. Wanlee Chen, chief director of the Center for Traditional 
Arts (standing, right), Prof. Nakano Koji from Burapha University (standing, 
left), and others pose for a picture after the opening concert for the MUPA 
Festival in Thailand in late October.


