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laboration between the schools, he also extended invita-
tions to his counterparts to visit TNUA this year to attend 
a global forum featuring the heads of world’s arts univer-
sities.     

Prof. Ju noted that the cultural creative industry has a 
bright future amid frequent exchanges between arts in-
stitutions from Taiwan, mainland China and Hong Kong, 
and the robust development in the arts and cultural 
circle. Therefore, the tremendous opportunities offered by 
the Chinese community in the global market cannot be 
ignored, he added.

The TNUA delegation received a warm welcome from 
the schools they visited. They were shown around the 
campuses and briefed on their curricula. The hosts and 
visitors also discussed the possibilities of further ex-
changes. 

A TNUA delegation headed by President Prof. Ju, 
Tzong-Ching visited seven higher institutions 

for the arts and sister schools in December with aims to 
promote cross-strait collaboration and exchanges for aca-
demic affairs, research, performances and exhibitions. 

The delegation, which departed for China on Decem-
ber 11, also included: Prof. Hwei-Jin Liu, dean of the 
School of Music; Prof. Chu Teh-I, dean of the School of 
Film and New Media; Prof. Hung-Hui Lu, chief director 
of the International Exchange Center; Prof. Hsi-Chuan 
Liu, chairperson of the Department of Fine Arts; and 
Prof. Jim Shum from the Department of Filmmaking.

Prof. Ju noted that the trip was rewarding. They visited 
the sister schools of China Central Academy of Fine Arts 
and Beijing Film Academy. They also called on the China 
Conservatory, the School of Arts of Peking University, the 
Shenyang Conservatory of Music, the Tianjin Conserva-
tory of Music, and the Luxun Academy of Fine Arts.  

Apart from seeking to build up a new platform for col-

The Center for Traditional Arts has been running a 
field investigation series, “TALinks,” introducing 

more than 30 teachers and students from various depart-
ments to the world of traditional arts of the indigenous 
communities. 

The first stop took them to a two-day camp at the Kant-
ing community of the Bunan people in Taitung to learn 
their unique art of making tapa, or bark cloth.

The first day of the camp began with a walk around the 
community to understand the natural environment and 
culture of Kanting, an activity led by Ms. Liu Chin-chiao, 
who is a master of various traditional arts and crafts, in-
cluding tapa.

Liu explained how to choose and fell suitable paper 
mulberry trees for making tapa. The master noted that 
the trees must not be too old, as it is easier to beat the 
bark of younger trees into tapa. 

President Prof. Ju leads delegation to China visit
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After each of the participants of the camp had picked 
and felled their trees, they went back to the tribal center 
where they were joined by Ms. Chen Shu-yen, who taught 
them how to make tapa. 

During the activity, each participant beat the bark in 
a way matching their own designs. Then the pieces were 
left to dry, while Ms. Liu took the team to the mountains 
to collect yams that would be used as dyes for the bark 
cloth. She also explained how to use different dying and 
sewing tools. 

The two-day camp was fruitful. The students not only 
learnt how to make tapa, but also got to understand more 
about the value of this traditional art. 

Learning to make tapa from indigenous people 
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Caption: Prof. Zhang Huijun (third left), president of the Beijing Film Academy, 
greets the TNUA delegation including: President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching (fourth 
left); Prof. Hwei-Jin Liu (second left), dean of the School of Music; Prof Chu Teh-
I (third right), dean of the School of Film and New Media; Prof. Hung-Hui Lu 
(second right), chief director of the International Exchange Center; Hsi-Chuan 
Liu (left), chairperson of the Department of Fine Arts; and Prof. Jim Shum (right) 
from the Department of Filmmaking.

Caption: Participants of “TALinks” – a series of field investigations organized 
by the Center for Traditional Arts learn the indigenous Bunan people’s art of 
making tapa, or bark cloth, in Taitung.


