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NSO music director and others give Maestro Lectures

Caption: Lu Shao-chia, music director of the National Symphony Orchestra, 
shows TNUA students the art of conducting in a Maestro Lecture.

dreds of performances of 30 operas. 

The quartet made a 10-day visit, giving lectures and 
performing along with TNUA teachers and students in 
two concerts. 

Cellist Wen-Sinn Yang, who holds a chair for violon-
cello at the Munich University for Music and Performing 
Arts in Germany and serves as its vice president, made 
his third visit to TNUA, during which he gave one-on-
one instruction to students.

German pianist Micheal Endres is currently a professor 
at the University of Canterbury in New Zealand. He has 
also taught at the Hochschule fuer Musik in Cologne and 
the Hochschule Hanns Eisler in Berlin. He has performed 
in solo and chamber music concerts around the world. 

The School of  Music invited several  world-
renowned musicians – Lu Shao-chia, Wen-Sinn 

Yang and Michael Endres – to give lectures and one-on-
one instructions to students at TNUA in December.

Lu, music director of Taiwan’s National Symphony Or-
chestra (NSO), noted in his lecture that the rendition of 
music is like a conversation with different parts having a 
dialogue with one another, rather than a rigid presenta-
tion of the musical notes and tempo.

Before presenting a piece of music, a musician must 
first understand the characteristics of the composer and 
the message conveyed by the work, and then the per-
former must not be afraid to show his or her own feelings 
in the rendition, Lu said. 

Lu has studied under the maestro conductor Gennady 
Rozhdestvensky at Accademia Musicale Chigiana. 

From 1995 to 1998, he was principal conductor of 
Komische Oper Berlin, during which he conducted hun-

Prof. Sal Murgiyanto has been teaching at TNUA 
for 18 years, and all through these years he has 

been a bridge between traditional Indonesian dance and 
Taiwan dance. 

He has also helped many fellow teachers and students 
understand other countries’ traditional dance cultures 
through various local and overseas exchange activities 
and performances.  

Prof. Murgiyanto received training in classical Java-
nese dance and has performed with the famous dancer 
Sendratari Ramayana Prambanan and with the Sardono 
Dance Theatre.

Since 1974 he has been focusing on teaching choreog-
raphy and organizing cultural activities. He founded the 
Indonesian Dance Festival in Jakarta in 1992 and since 
then has been a member of its artistic board. He is also 
a board member of the MSPI Society for the Indonesian 
Performing Arts and an adviser to the World Dance Alli-
ance (WDA) Indonesia.

Prof. Murgiyanto recounted how came to Taiwan. He 
met Prof. Lin Hwai-min, founder of Cloud Gate Dance 
Theater, in New York many years ago. Lin, who was then 
chairperson of the Department of Dance, invited him to 
teach at TNUA.

He initially mainly taught Javanese dance, but later re-
vised the courses to focus on traditional Balinese dance. 

He pointed out that for Indonesians dance is not just a 
form of performing arts, but also a part of life. It is an ex-
pression of gratitude to the deities through the motions of 
the dancers. Therefore, he hopes students can understand 
the meaning of every dance and its cultural significance 
while learning the skills.

He said he will continue to act as a bridge between Tai-
wan and Indonesia, expanding dance exchanges between 
the two sides. 

Prof. Murgiyanto: A bridge between Indonesia and Taiwan
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Caption:Prof. Sal Murgiyanto (standing, second from left) introduces TNUA stu-
dents to the dance cultures of other countries.


