
The 2012 daCi/WDA Global Dance Summit & 
International Festival of Dance Academies began 
with a bang at TNUA on July 14, with almost 1,000 
dance lovers and professionals taking part.

ROC first lady Christine Chow Ma and other guests 
of honor hit the gong to announce the start of the 
event at an opening ceremony.

The opening ceremony also featured a parade of 
the representatives from the host country – Taiwan 
– and others: Singapore, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan, Germany, Finland, the United 
States, Jamaica, the Netherlands, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, India, Britain, Denmark, the Philippines, 
Estonia, Trinidad and Tobago, Portugal, Slovenia, 
Sweden, Indonesia, West Indies, Papua New Guinea, 
Switzerland, Norway, Cambodia, Croatia, Israel and 
the Russian Federation.

In his address to the ceremony, TNUA President 
Prof. Ju, Tzong-ching extended a warm welcome to 
all participants. 

He noted that TNUA has been growing, working 
hard and achieving breakthroughs over the years 
since its establishment. It has been active in 

participating in international events, demonstrating 
a strong commitment that has helped promote 
Taiwan to the international community, he added.

Prof. Eeva Anttila, chair of Dance and the Child 
International (daCi), said she was glad to see the 
event being hosted in Asia, particularly in Taiwan. 
She said every participant was here for the future of 
children and dance.

Prof. Yunyu Wang, president of WDA-AP (Asia 
Pacific), noted that it is the first time that WDA and 
daCi have cooperated in Asia, breaking national 
boundaries with non-verbal communication. 
 
The eight-day event featured talks, workshops, 
exhibitions and performances. Highlights included 
e ight  dance performances by chi ldren and 
teenagers. 
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Caption:  Almost 1,000 participants from around the world light lanterns to 
kick off the 2012 daCi/WDA Global Dance Summit & International Festival 
of Dance Academies. 
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 Burapha University (BUU) of Thailand has become 
the 48th international sister school of TNUA after 
both sides signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on July 24 to enhance academic and cultural 
exchange and cooperation between them.

For the signing of the MOU, BUU's president, Prof. 
Sompol Pongthai, led a delegation from the Thailand 
university to a visit to TNUA. The delegation also 
included: BUU Vice President Prof. Autcha K. 
Kuakasorn; and Prof. Pichan Sawangwong, Vice 
President for International Relations.

TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-ching extended a 
warm welcome and gratitude to the guests of honor. 

Prof. Ju noted that last year a 31-member TNUA 
delegation including teachers and students from 
the Center for Traditional Arts, Department of 
Traditional Music, Department of Dance and 
Department of Fi lmmaking received a warm 
welcome while participating in MUPA Festival at 
BUU. 

The festival also arranged a TNUA Week to present 
the fruitful exchange of the two sides, Prof. Ju 
pointed out.

The BUU president noted that there had been 
frequent exchange activities between the two 
universities even before the sisterhood tie was 
established. He said he believes that the MOU will 
further expand interaction and exchange between 
the two sides.

The BUU delegation was also shown around the 
campus, visiting the School of Fine Arts, Kuandu 
Museum of Fine Arts, Concert Hall, and other 
facilities. They also met with the administrators of 
various schools. 

BUU is one of Thailand's major public universities 
located in the coastal town of Bangsaen, Chonburi 
Province. TNUA and BUU will conduct exchange 
in such areas as music, fine arts, dance, film, new 
media, arts education and management. 

Caption: TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-ching, (fifth from right) and his 
Burapha University counterpart, Prof. Sompol Pongthai (sixth from left), 
sign a pact to establish sister ties between the two universities. Witnessing 
the signing are: TNUA Vice President Prof. Chung-shiuan Chang (second 
from left); Prof. Heng Ping, dean of the School of Dance (right); Prof. 
Hung-Hui Lu, chief director of the International Exchange Center (left); 
Prof. Chen Wanlee, chief director of the Center for Traditional Arts (third 
from left); Secretary General Mey-Juane Kuo (fifth from left); Burapha Vice 
President Autcha K. Buakasorn (fourth from left); Pichan Sawangwong (third 
from right) and Sanchai Uaesilapa (fourth from right).     


