
Caption: TNUA dancers perform at the Taipei Railway Station every 
Saturday.

TNUA dancers  find new stage at train 
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Japanese Tsugaru kite making master Yoshizo 
Sakuraba visited TNUA in September, bringing along 
several of his works of art as gifts, including one two 
meters long with the words “Blessings for the 30th 
Anniversary” written on it to mark the university’s 
30th anniversary.
 
Greeting the Japanese master from Aomori 
Prefecture and receiving the gifts on behalf of 
the university, TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-
Ching noted that most people associate kites with 
recreation and entertainment. 

But Mr. Sakuraba’s passion for traditional art and 
his mastery of it would let one realize the historical 
backgrounds and deep meanings of traditional kites.
 
Through learning to make kites, students have 
acquired invaluable knowledge and skills from the 
master, Prof. Ju stressed, thanking Mr. Sakuraba for 
taking part in a workshop for traditional kite-making.
 
Mr. Sakuraba explained the meaning behind the 
process of making Tsugaru kites. He noted that the 
making Tsugaru kites employs unique methods and 
materials, which allow them to fly smoothly.

In general, the front of the kite is painted in Ukiyo-e 
style. The large kite given to TNUA is made with 
Japanese paper that is already more than a century 
old, he said.

He said he was also much impressed by TNUA 
students hard working attitude and eagerness to 
learn. 

Many of the students made kites for the first time at 
the workshop, but their artistic training helped them 
learn fast and well.
 
The workshop also invited other traditional kite-
making masters from Taiwan, Malaysia,  the 
Philippines and Indonesia. An exhibition of their 
kites will be held at the Library in October.

Sakuraba gives Tsugaru kites to TNUA

Caption: TNUA President Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching (second from left), 
accompanied by Center for Traditional Arts Chief Director Prof. Wanlee 
Chen (left), receives a Tsugaru kite from Japanese kite making master 
Yoshizo Sakuraba (second from right), with his wife beside him.

TNUA dancers have started a three-month 
activity performing at the Taipei Railway Station, 
entertaining travelers and passers-by at the busiest 
spot of the city every weekend.
 
They made their debut on September 22, Saturday, 
with more than 80 dancers from TNUA sculpting 
themselves into attractive poses at the station’s 
main hall when the clock struck 4:30 p.m. before 
unleashing their energy and passion into fluid 
dancing forms and motions.
 
Hurrying visitors to the train station could not 
but stop to admire such a rare sight – and superb 
performance by this young and passionate group 
dancing to music ranging from pop to rock and roll.
 
The first event of this three-month series was also 
witnessed by Minister of Culture Lung, Ying-tai, 
Minister of Transportation and Communications 
Mao, Chi-Kuo, Taiwan University of Technology 
President Prof. Chen, Hong-Chu, TNUA President 
Prof. Ju, Tzong-Ching, as well as TNUA Vice 
President Prof. Chang, Chung-Shiuan, and other 

school administrators.  
 
Ms. Lung noted that the activity is meant to show 
that performing arts should not be restricted to 
the theatre stage, but instead should be able to 
create a beautiful and surprising encounter with the 
audiences in public spaces.
 
Such an activity also allows dance students to move 
from their usual classrooms and professional stage 
to real-life scenes, learning to move, perform, and 
choreograph dances among the crowd, she said.
 
Prof. Ping Heng, who supervises the activity, said 
more dancers will be featured in upcoming events, 
which will start at 4:30 p.m. every Saturday for three 
months – at the Taipei Railway Station.
 


