
Prof. Glavan teaches draping, millinery 
courses
Prof. James Glavan from the University of Texas at 
Austin is teaching courses in millinery and draping 
at TNUA this semester, and he is also helping with 
the costume designs for the School of Theatre Arts' 
summer production to be staged at the end of May.

Prof. Glavan, who last visited TNUA in November 
2010 to conduct a two-week workshop teaching 
students how to make stage armors, is here again 
with four of his graduate students, Danielle Kurz, 
Emily Robertson, Kristen Weller and Sweta Vakani, 
from the U.S. university. 

Prof. Chin, Ping-Ping, chairperson of the Department 
of Theatre Design and Technology, noted that Prof. 
Glavan has been eager to work with TNUA teachers 
and students, and his courses this semester are 
meant to let students from the University of Texas 
at Austin and TNUA learn from and work with one 
another. 

About two dozen undergraduate and graduate 
students from TNUA are attending Prof. Glavan's 
courses.

Prof. Glavan noted that draping is a creative way 
of making costumes that requires teamwork in 

a process combining art and craftsmanship. The 
process must be seen as a continuous dialogue 
rather than a man working alone.  

For the millinery course, each of the students will be 
required to finish three different hats – a bonnet, a 
felt hat and a straw hat – by the end of the semester. 
The senior students in the course will present their 
hats at the graduation exhibition in June.

Some of the students already showcased the hats 
they made during a lecture on April 12. 

Caption: Students in Prof. James Glavan's millinery course 
showcase the hats they made.

New media art student's animated film 
selected by Annecy 
A work created by a graduate student from the 
Department of New Media Art has been selected 
by the Annecy International Animated Film Festival 
2013.

Chen Yi-Cheng's short film "Playing the Piano" has 
been selected from among 2,461 works from 43 
countries seeking to be featured in what is known as 
the Oscar of animated films.

The film, which is three minutes and 20 seconds 
long, depicts a little girl's fantasy journey – where 
the notes on sheet music turn into animals – while 
playing the piano. 

Chen, who likes to observe human psychology and 
behavior, said the film was inspired by her own 
childhood experience of learning to play the piano. 

"Playing the Piano" has also been given a special 
prize by Taiwan's Hsin-yi Chidren's Book Award. 

She said she first came up with the idea for the film 
three years ago, but did not finish it until early this 
year. She said the recognitions by the Hsin-yi award 
and the Annecy film festival were both a surprise 
and encouragement.

The Annecy International Animation Film Festival 
(Festival International du Film d'Animation d'Annecy) 
was created in 1960 as a biennial event, but turned 
into an annual one in 1998. It takes place in June in 
Annecy, a town in southeastern France. This year the 
festival runs from June 10 to 15.

It is one of the four international animated 
f i lm fest ivals sponsored by the Associat ion 
d'International du Film d'Animation (or ASIFA, the 
International Animated Film Association).

"Playing the Piano"   Photo by Chen Yi-Cheng
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