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Art ambassadors help Cambodia students learn English

A team of 15 TNUA art ambassadors dispatched by 
the O�ce of Student A�airs in cooperation with VYA 
Taiwan served a school in Cambodia last month.

The team, formed by students from different fields 
– art, music, theatre, dance, new media and art 
administration and management – spent 12 days at 
the Cambodian English School for Higher Education 
(CESHE) in Siem Reap, chie�y helping about 50 young 
people from eight villages in the area. 

The team designed two specific programs for the 
CESHE services to help its students learn English: 
one through theatre training and the other through 
activities aimed at beautifying the campus.

The ambassadors  were not  only  ser ving the 
local community, but at the same time were also 
promoting understanding of Taiwan's art and culture, 
and learning to be more independent in their own 
education.  

Siem Reap is about seven kilometers from the World 
Heritage site of Angkor. It is an economic backwater 
where many of its children and young people 
lack educational resources and do not have an 

opportunity to learn English properly.

CESHE provides free English lessons to its students 
and currently there are about 200 of them, aged �ve 
to 27. 

With funding all coming from donations, the school 
has only three teachers and three classrooms, and 
each student is able to attend class for only about 1.5 
hours each day. 

C a p t i o n :  T N U A  a r t  a m b a s s a d o r s  
s e r v e  t h e  C E S H E  i n  S i e m  R e a p  i n 
August .

 

TNUA student wins marimba competition in Belgium

TNUA student Kao Han-yen won the �rst prize for solo 
performance at the Universal Marimba Competition 
& Festival 2013 in Belgium this summer, becoming 
the �rst-ever competitor from Taiwan to take the top 
honor of the contest.

He outperformed more than 70 other competitors 
coming from 21 countries, including Italy, Finland, 
France, Austrai, Britain, Holland, the US, Japan and 
China, in a competition that took place from July 22 
to 26 in the Belgian city of Sint-Truiden.

Kao, a senior from the Department of Music, said he 
has not had too much competition experience, and 
the Belgium event was the �rst overseas competition 
he has ever taken part in. 

But Kao went on to disclose – with a bright smile 
and con�dence – that he started learning to play the 
marimba when he was still a kindergarten kid. 

He is currently a member of the Ju Percussion Group 
2, and has already taken part in more than 100 
performances.   

Winning the first prize at the Belgian event means 
that apart from the material that he will receive, Kao 
will be arranged to have a CD recording, appearances 
in international music festivals and a solo recital 
during the next edition of the competition in 2015. 

The biannual event, first introduced in 2001, is one 
of the most important marimba competitions in the 
world.  C a p t i o n :  K a o  H a n - y e n  p l a y s  t h e 

mar imba at  the Universal  Mar imba 
Competit ion & Fest ival  2013.


