
A TNUA group organized by the School of Culture 
Resources visited Uzbekistan in February to better 
understand the history, culture, and people of one 
of the most important countries in Central Asia.

The delegation, apart from members from the 
School of Culture Resources, also included many 
professors from the dance, music and general 
education faculties. 

The trip was arranged under the School of Culture 
Resources' World Heritage Overseas Learning 
Program. 

Uzbekistan lies in the heart of Central Asia along 
an ancient route of silk trade between Asia and 
Europe. Within its boundaries there are four 
UNESCO-designation world heritage sites: Itchan 
Kala, Historic Center of Bukhara, Historic Center of 
Shakhrisyabz, and Samakand.
 

Its capital, Tashkent, is a modernized city with the 
country's only rapid transit system. But Tashkent 
is noted for its Islamic culture, as it has numerous 
historic mosques and significant Islamic sites, 
including the Islamic University. 

Some of its other major sights include Chorsu 
Bazaar, which is located near the Kukeldash 
Madrassa. This huge open air bazaar is the center of 
the old town of Tashkent.

The group also visited Khiva, an ancient city of 
Uzbekistan. Its history can be traced back as far 
as the 4th century. It used to be the capital of 
Khwarezmia, and it became the capital of the 
Khanate of Khiva in 1643.

Khiva is a rectangular-shaped city lying on an oasis 
with 94 mosques and 63 seminaries. It is the best-
preserved ancient city in the Central Asia. 

Ca p t i o n :  A  gro u p  f ro m  T N UA  i s  i n  Uz b e k i s t a n  i n 
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International B
ulletin                   

／

21 

06 20 International Bulletin

 

World Heritage tour takes TNUA group to Uzbekistan 'Beyond Beauty: Taiwan from Above': A commitment to 
protecting the environment

Director Po-l in Chi was at TNUA in Januar y 
giving insights into the making of his critically 
acclaimed "Beyond Beauty: Taiwan from Above," a 
documentary that has drawn tremendous attention 
to the serious pollution problems facing the 
country.

Chi explained how more than 400 hours of aerial 
footage of Taiwan, taken over a span of more than 
three years, was edited into a work that won a 
Golden Horse Award last year and collected over 
NT$200 million in box office, the highest ever for 
any documentary that has been screened in Taiwan.   

Mr. Chi said he set out to make the documentary 
with an agenda: to raise the awareness of Taiwan's 
pollution problems. 

He said he had tried to do so by giving talks in 
schools and other places, but there had not been 
much success. And eventually he decided that a 
documentary might serve the purpose better. 

The director, who was a civil servant, said that in 
2009, he decided to invest all of his lifelong savings 
of over NT$3 million on the mission. He rented 
an aerial filming system that would have cost 
US$700,000 to buy, and embarked on a week-long 
�lming project around the island.

He concluded the week with more than 30 hours 
of footage, but after editing, only a six-minute 
documentary was left.  A lot of footage was 
unusable because of his lack of experience.

But what he saw during his very first project – 
the devastation brought by Typhoon Morakot – 
sent him deciding to fully devote himself to the 
environmental cause. He resigned from the civil 
service job, formed a film company and started 
looking for sponsors.
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C a p t i o n : D i r e c t o r  Po - l i n  C h i  g i v e s 
ins ights  into  his  “Beyond Beaut y :  
Taiwan from Above”  documentar y 
at  TNUA.


