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TNUA-Chapman student �lm project releases 
'Toy' and 'Family Business'

TAO Dance �eatre conducts workshop

M r.  Ta o  Ye ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g 
choreographers from China, conducted a workshop 
at TNUA along with members of his TAO Dance 
Theatre on March 26, giving more than 40 dance 
students a glimpse into a different avant-garde 
aesthetics of the body. 

Mr. Tao, 28, a native of the Chinese western 
province of Sichuan, had danced with Jin Xing 
Dance Theatre and Beijing Modern Dance Company 
before founding TAO Dance Theatre in 2008.

TAO's minimalist works and unique body language 
have taken the world by storm. It has been active in 
various dance and arts festivals, including Spain's 
Madrid International Dance Festival and Mexico's 
Cervantes International Art Festival. 

The troupe has performed all over the world, from 
New York's Lincoln Center, London's Sadler's Wells, 
to Sydney's Opera House. It made its debut in China 
at Beijing's National Center for the Performing Arts 
last year.  

At the workshop, Mr. Tao and his fellow dancers 
explained their art through two sets of movements. 

Lin Chia-liang, a graduate student who attended 
the workshop, said he noticed in Mr. Tao a sense of 
devotion and determination that is often lacking in 
the younger generations.   

The charm of TAO is its emphasis on starting with a 
return to the most fundamental body movements. 

Lin said Mr. Tao even led the workshop participants 
to rediscover the feeling of one of the most 
ordinary body movements, namely how walking is 
a shift from one foot to the other. 

／ ／ ／

TNUA's Department of Filmmaking and Chapman 
University's Dodge College of Film and Media Arts 
released two short films jointly produced by their 
students on March 17.

Through video-conferencing, the students and 
teachers from both sides also were engaged in 
discussions on the films, "Toy" and "Family Business" 
– the achievements of an inter-school project that 
lasted for almost one year.   

The two universit ies '  f i lm students star ted 
preparations for  the project  in Apri l  2013, 
writing the scripts with "urgency" as their theme, 
and discussing their productions via video-
conferencing. The two teams visited each other 
during the summer break and each shot its film 
based on the script written by the other.  

After half a year of post-production work, the TNUA 
team came up with "Family Business," a 12-minute 
film based on the script written by Chapman's 
Aaron Doyle. It is about a playwright who looks for 
inspiration for his gangster-theme play ends up 
killing a cop and going to jail, where he eventually 
receives the inspiration.

C a p t i o n :  T h e  T N UA  t e a m 
h a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  i t s  
Chapman counterpar t  v ia  
v i d e o - c o n f e r e n c i n g  o n 
t h e i r  s h o r t  f i l m s ,  “ To y ” 
and  “Family  Business.”

Caption:  M r.  Tao Ye and mem-
bers  of  his  Tao Dance Theatre 
conduc t  a  workshop at  TNUA 
in March.

The Chapman team's work, "Toy," is based on the 
script written by Chen Yu-li, a graduate student 
from the Department of Filmmaking. The 14-minute 
film is about a selfish, greedy man's deal with loan 
sharks using his girlfriend as collateral. 

One of the TNUA team members, Wang Yu-sheng, 
a graduate student, said the project let them learn 
how to efficiently handle the limited time and 
resources available for making a film.

Another member, Chen Shao-han, a senior, said as 
communication during shooting was basically in 
English, the TNUA team members also had to learn 
the film production jargons.

 “Family  Business”


