
 

IUB Provost Prof. Robel expects more cooperation with TNUA

The Participating Schools of the 7th UNESCO ITI 
APB Theatre School Directors' Conference and 
Theatre Festival took place in Shanghai, China from 
May 10 to 15.

The event, which was organized by the Shanghai 
Theatre Academy and the National Academy of 
Chinese Theatre Arts, featured 18 schools from 14 
countries from the Asia-Pacific region, including 
TNUA from Taiwan.

The conference and festival form a platform for 
member schools to showcase their achievements 
to and share their experiences with one another.  

The first school directors' conference was held in 
2008; at the same time the Asia-Pacific Bureau (APB) 
was also formed. Since then the annual event has 
been hosted by member schools in Shanghai, India, 
Taiwan (TNUA), and Vietnam. 

Apart from the school directors' conference, this 
year also featured stage performances, workshops 
and academic forums.  

TNUA sent a delegation of more than 10 members 
to the event. Prof. Lee-Zan Chien, dean of the 
School of Theatre Arts, who led the delegation, said 
that it was an event where representatives from 
the member schools got to better understand the 
theatre activities in the Asia-Pacific region.

They also discussed the possibility and direction of 
future exchanges between the member schools, 
Prof. Chien said.

During the school directors' conference, Prof. 
Chien also announced that TNUA will host World 
Stage Design 2017. He also proposed that the next 
conference be held at TNUA.

TNUA's theatre students also presented a play 
"Laila" (see photo below)at the festival.  

The TNUA delegation was also arranged to visit 
students and teachers of the Shanghai Theatre 
Academy. 

TNUA theatre delegation at APB event 

C a p t i o n :  T N U A  P r e s i d e n t 
Ya n g  C hy i  We n  ( l e f t )  g i v e s 
a  work of  ar t  to IUB Provost  
a n d  E x e c u t i v e  V i c e  P r e s -
i d e n t  P r o f .  L a u r e n  R o b e l  
( r ight)  .

Two I ndiana Univers ity  Bloomington ( IUB) 
administrators, Prof. Lauren Robel and Prof. 
Catherine E. Dyar received a warm welcome from 
TNUA President Prof. Yang Chyi Wen during their 
visit to explore further exchange opportunities 
between the two sides on May 22.

IUB Provost and Executive Vice President Prof. Robel 
and Chief of Staff Prof. Dyar also met other TNUA 
administrators, including: Prof, Hwei Jin Liu, dean 
of the School of Music; Prof. Yu-Pin Lin, chairperson 
of the Department of Theatre Arts; Prof. Shin-
Hsing Wang, chief director of the Performing Arts 
Center; and Prof. Hung-Hui Lu, chief director of the 
International Exchange Center.

Prof. Yang noted that IUB is a university that offers 
strong programs in music, theatre, new media and 
film studies. Prof. Yang said he hope both sides can 
establish closer ties.

During the meeting, both sides also discussed plans 
for a strategic partnership, exchange programs, and 
other forms of cooperation.

Prof. Yang also invited Prof. Robel to visit again 
in October to take part in the Asian League of 
Institutes of the Arts (ALIA) summit hosted by 
TUNA.

Prof. Robel noted that it was her first visit to Taiwan 
and she had high expectations of cooperation with 
TNUA. She said she hoped her visit could open up 
opportunities for cooperation between the two 
universities. 

The guests of honor were also shown around the 
campus. They also saw how students learned in an 
opera class, and how others made theatre props 
and costumes. Prof. Robel said she was deeply 
impressed by the learning environment at TNUA.
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