
 

‘Ready to Cross’ symposium on cross-disciplinary education

Senegalese dancer and choreographer Germaine 
Acogny, who is known as the mother of African 
dance, performed at the 2014 Kuandu Arts Festival, 
and gave a series of lectures and workshops in 
October.

Ms. Acogny last visited TNUA in 2013 when she 
took part in dance activity. 

I n  a  w o r l d  o f  d a n c e  d o m i n a t e d  b y  m a l e 
choreographers, the 70-year-old Ms. Acogny has 
been playing a prominent role in the development 
of modern dance in Africa.  

During her latest visit, the renowned dancer 
demonstrated her art and led TNUA teachers and 
students into the world of African dance.   

She performed “Songook Yaakaar” (“Facing up to 
Hope”), a dance she jointly created with her friends 
Pierre Doussaint, Fabrice Bouillon, Bernard Mounier 
and Fred König. 

The dance, a display of Africa’s cultural and ethnic 
diversities, features not only body movements, but 
also voice expressions, such as murmuring, roaring 
and laughing. 

The performance ended in a party mood, as she 
took questions from the members of the audience 
and danced with them.  

Her workshops on October 27 and 28 were open to 
TNUA dance teachers and students as well as others 
from the university and outsiders. 

Ms. Acogny stressed that everyone can dance, as 
long as they are willing to learn.  

Ms. Acogny often blended into the students’ 
training her keen observations of nature and daily 
life. She would, for example, ask the students to 
imagine that they were flowers and let their heads 
swing like flowers naturally in the wind.

Acogny performs at Kuandu Arts Festival
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A symposium on promoting cross-disciplinary 
education was held at TNUA on October 24.

The “Ready to Cross” symposium was jointly 
organized by TNUA, Tatung University, Shih Hsin 
University, National Chengchi University and 
National Yang-Ming University.

It brought together almost 200 participants, 
including representat ives  f rom industr ies, 
academic circles, students and alumni from the five 
universities.

It was part of a series of seven symposiums 
sponsored by the Ministry of Education to explore 
the kinds of capabilities that the nation’s young 
people should possess in the face of a changing 
world, one of which is the capability of crossing 
over between different disciplines. 

TNUA President Prof. Yang Chyi Wen noted that the 
fast changing international trends and constantly 
advancing networking technologies have created 
huge amounts of information and resulted in a 
new structure of knowledge characterized by rapid 

changes. 

Many things are also being redefined, Prof. Yang 
pointed out. Nowadays, the value of the self is 
defined not in terms of “existence,” but in terms 
of “connectivity,” meaning it has expanded from a 
specific point where crisscrossing lines meet to an 
entire network of these lines. 

Therefore, Prof. Yang continued, the young people 
of this new generation must learn to grasp the 
trends, preparing themselves for the future. They 
even have to be able to create the future, he added.  
Prof.  Chen J wu-Ting from National  Taiwan 
University’s Department of Chemistry also gave 
a keynote speech on the Ministry of Education’s 
Society-Human-Science (SHS) program that he is in 
charge of. 

He said that the Internet and advancements in 
technologies have brought a drastic paradigm shift 
in education. Addressing such changes, the SHS 
program has been promoting Trans-Disciplinary 
Education (TDE) since 2011.
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Ca p t i o n :  M s.  G e r m a i n e  Aco gny  t a l k s  to 
students  at  a  TNUA dance workshop.   


