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Quatuor Danel gives string quartet master class

The Quatuor Danel string quartet gave a master 
class at TNUA on March 24, during which its 
members provided advice to students concerning 
their styles and interpretations of musical pieces.

The quartet is formed by first violinist Marc Danel, 
second violinist Gilles Millet, violist Vlad Bogdanas 
and cellist Yovan Markovitch.

The Quatuor Danel, founded in 1991, is well-
known for its bold, concentrated interpretations 
of the string quartet cycles of Haydn, Beethoven, 
Schubert, Shostakovich, and Weinberg. 

The musicians' lively and fresh interpretations of 
the traditional quartet repertoire have won them 
wide plaudits. They have also collaborated with 
major contemporary composers such as Rihm, 
Lachenmann, Gubaidulina, Dusapin Jörg Widmann 
and Bruno Mantovani. 

Russian composers have a special place in the 
Quatuor Danel's repertoire. They have championed 

all string quartets by Shostakovich and recorded 
the complete cycle for Fuga Libera in 2005. 

The Quatuor Danel has been eager to educate 
young musicians in general and string quartets 
in particular. Teaching and master classes are a 
fundamental part of their activities. The string 
quartet is a regular guest at festivals such as 
Kuhmo, Cork, Schleswig-Holstein, Alpen Festival, 
Bregenz, Montpellier, Enescu Festival (Bucharest), 
Ars Musica and Musica Mundi. 

At the TNUA master class, two string quartets 
formed by students played parts of  Mendelssohn's 
“String Quartet Op.44 No.2 in E minor,” after 
which the Quatuor Danel masters gave them 
advice.

M r.  M a rc  D a n e l  n o t e d  t h a t  a  q u a r t e t  i s  a 
conversation between its performers, each of 
whom must listen to the others' music and pay 
attention to their facial expressions.  

C a p t i o n :  T h e  Q u a t o u r  D a n e l  d e m o n s t r a t e s 
t h e  a r t  o f  p l a y i n g  s t r i n g  q u a r t e t s  d u r i n g  a 
master  c lass  at  TNUA on March 24.

 

TNUA president leads delegation to Southeast Asia
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Caption:  President Prof.  Yang Chyi  Wen 
(standing,  center)  and other  members 
of  the TNUA delegation pose for  a  pic -
ture with IPAG per formers.

A TNUA delegation headed by President Prof. Yang 
Chyi Wen conducted a five-day visit to several arts 
schools and institutions in Southeast Asia in March.

The visit, which started on March 15, was meant 
to expand TNUA's cooperation and exchange with 
other universities in the area, and to promote inter-
school ties across Asia by inviting them to join the 
Asian League of Institutes of the Arts (ALIA). 

The members of the delegation included: Prof. 
Rung-Shun Wu, dean of the School of Music; Prof. 
Lee-Zen Chien, dean of the School of Theatre; and 
Prof. Hung-Hui Lu, chief director of the International 
Exchange Center. 

Prof. Yang, who is also the incumbent chairman 
of ALIA, noted that the schools they had visited 
offer rich cultural and artistic resources that TNUA 
students and teachers may find inspiring. 

It will be beneficial to the overall environment of 
art education by strengthening the partnerships 

with these schools through various interactions 
and exchanges within the ALIA framework, Prof. 
Yang stressed. 

The trip took the delegation to Indonesia, Brunei 
and the Philippines. 

While in Indonesia, TNUA signed an MOU with the 
Indonesia Institute of the Arts, Yogyakarta (ISI), 
which has now become the 67th sister school of 
TNUA. 

In Brunei, the delegation visited the Universiti 
Brunei Darussalam, and held a meeting with 
administrators from its Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences.

In the Philippines, the TNUA delegation paid a visit 
to the Ateneo de Manila University, where they 
attended a ceremony presenting the Loyola Schools 
Awards for the Arts. They also visited the Integrated 
Performing Arts Guild (IPAG) of the Mindanao State 
University - Iligan Institute of Technology (MSU-IIT).


