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Graduate students from the International Master of 
the Arts Program in Cultural and Creative Industries 
(IMCCI) will stage an English-language play "Venus 
in Fur" by David Ives.

There will be four performances at T305 at the 
TNUA School of Theatre Arts from May 15 to 17.

Prof. Hung-Hui Lu, chief director of the International 
Exchange Center, said the staging of the play is to 
encourage cross-disciplinary cooperation between 
the students from IMCCI and other departments.

It is also part of a course on cultural diversity and 
artistic creativity, said Prof. Lu, who is an adviser to 
the production team.

The production team is formed by graduate 
students from Nicaragua, Guatemala, Persu, Mexico, 
Thailand, South Africa, Malaysia and Taiwan, plus 
students from the Department of Theatre Arts, the 
Department of Theatre Design & Technology, and 
the Department of Fine Arts.

It provides not only an opportunity of cross-cultural 
and cross-disciplinary cooperation, but also a first-
hand experience of Taiwan's performing arts.

"Venus in Fur" is a two-character play set in modern 
New York City. It had its premiere off-Broadway 
at the Classic Stage Company in 2010 and on 
Broadway in 2011.

For the TNUA production, Chi plays the female 
character Vanda Jordan, and Lawrence Ong the 
male character Thomas Novachek.

Both Chi and Ong are experienced actors. Chi has 
taken part in many stage productions, including 

"Wild Swan" by American Repertory Theatre & 
Young Vic in London. 

Ong, a graduate student of the Department of 
Theatre Arts, is from Malaysia. He has participated 
in several stage and film productions in Taiwan and 
Hong Kong.   

The director is Jaime Zúñiga from Guatemala. 
He said he studied economics back home, but 
started an acting career after graduating from 
college.  Having taken part in stage productions in 
Vietnam and Thailand, he said he hopes this cross-
department and cross-cultural production at TNUA 
can present a play in a different style.

More information is available on Facebook page 
"Venus in Fur by International Drama Group."
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German actor-director Ulrich Meyer-Horsch 
conducted a one-week workshop on Michael 
Chekhov's technique of acting at TNUA in March. 

A total of 15 students started training with Mr. 
Meyer-Horsch on March 16, exploring Chekhov's 
concept of "active waiting," as well as Bertolt 
Bretch's "Gestus towards the audience." 

Mr. Meyer-Horsch is a founder of Michael Chekhov 
Europe workshops. He is associate artistic director 
for the Kreuzgangspiele Feuchtwangen theatre 
festival in Germany (2014 to 2016).

He graduated from Schule für Schauspiel Hamburg 
with a degree in acting. He also holds degrees in 
theology, philosophy and theatre education from 
other universities. 

He studied under Chekhov's students, such as Hurt 
Hatfield, Hurt Hatfield, Deidre Hurst du Prey, Mala 

Powers and Joanna Merlin.

Mr. Meyer-Horsch has been active on stage for 
more than 20 years. As actor-director, he has 
worked in many different countries and with many 
different people, such as Simon McBurney and his 
Complicite troupe, Philippe Gaulier, Augusto Boal, 
Lorna Marshall and Yoshi Oida.

Since 1994, he has also been devoted to teaching, 
which has taken him to places across Europe, Brazil 
and the United States. He is currently a visiting 
lecturer at the University of Arts in Zurich and the 
Yeditepe University Istanbul in Turkey. He is also a 
teacher of MICHA (Michael Chekhov Association) in 
New York.

Mr. Meyer-Horsch's workshop at TNUA had the 
participants use Chekhov's technique to create the 
characters in Bretch's play, "The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle."

Meyer-Horsch conducts Michael Chekhov technique workshop
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Caption:  International  and local  students  at  TNUA team up for  
a  produc tion of“Venus in Fur.”


