
where all students were asked to introduce themselves 
to one another.  While the students from Asia 
prepared Powerpoint introductions, their European 
classmates were arranged performances or interactive 
activities for the occasion.   

For example, an action art student asked the 
classmates and professors to pose as figures in Da 
Vinci's "The Last Supper." Another student staged an 
improvised performance mixing lines from "Macbeth" 
with DJ sound effects.

Li said it really attested to the difference of education 
in the East and West.

After spending two weeks in Zurich, they went on to 
Hong Kong for the rest of the program. 

The program concluded with works presented by 
the students. Li and some of her classmates jointly 
presented a 20-minute interactive play, "The Net(t)."

Benson Tsai is keen to promote Taiwan dance to international stage

Caption: Choreographer Benson Tsai
                 "Floating Flowers" .
Photo by B.Dance

IMCCI student at ‘Transcultural Collaboration’

S e e n  a s  on e  o f  t h e  m o s t  prom i s i n g  y ou n g 
choreographers in the world, Benson Tsai has already 
won several international awards for his work since 
graduating from TNUA in 2005. 

"Floating Flowers" and "Hugin/Munin" have earned 
him accolades in major competitions in Germany, 
Spain, Denmark, the US, Italy, Switzerland and Israel.

Tsai started learning dancing only during his senior 
high school years. While studying at TNUA's 
Department of Dance, he went to the US as an 
exchange student at the School of Arts, Purchase 
College, State University of New York. 

Tsai said dancing is not just about practicing hard every 
day; it also takes a lot of quiet observation and thinking.  

Tsai has created dances for Kaohsiung City Ballet, 
Contemporary Jazz Dance Theater, Chang Dance 
Theater, and HonWa Folk Dance Troupe, as well as 
dance companies of many schools. His work exhibits 
a unique language in various styles, incorporating 
theatrical elements into dance.  

Tsai said dancers from Taiwan are just as good as 
any others from other countries in terms of skill 
and creativity. But Taiwan dancers often lose out in 
competition for places in dance companies in other 
countries just because of cost concerns that prompt 
the companies to accept locals rather than foreigners. 
This prompted him to found his own company, 
B.Dance.

B.Dance gathers together not only dancers, but 
also musicians and stage professionals. He aims 
to integrate different forms of art to present the 
uniqueness of Taiwan's performing art. He also looks 
forward to working with foreign artists to jointly 
create an art platform.

Tsai said having his own company allows him to have 
the freedom to create his own dances. His other aim 
for the company is to promote Taiwan's dance to the 
international stage.  

For 2016, B.Dance will embark on a tour taking its 
dancers to several events in Spain.

Li Shang-Chiao, a graduate student of TNUA's 
International Master of the Arts Program in Cultural 
and Creative Industries (IMCCI), spent 14 weeks at 
"New Graduate-Level Educational Format in the Arts 
based in Hong Kong: Transcultural Collaboration," 
an international exchange program arranged by the 
Zurich University of the Arts last summer.

Li recounted how she traveled to the first stop of the 
program – the Zurich University of the Arts – to 
meet her fellow participants, and how it was a great 
challenge for the organizer to manage a program 
whose participants came from such diverse cultural 
and academic backgrounds.

Li was among 23 participants from Japan, Germany, 
Romania, Austria, Switzerland, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and China in the program. There were students of 
music, new media, theatre arts, dance, fine arts, art 
management, education and psychology. 

Li said her first "cultural shock" came during a session 
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