
The Leipzig-based Bergelt noted in his talk that the 
upcoming exhibition “Elsewhere is Nowhere” asks 
the questions: “Escape from where?” and “Escape to 
where?” It is an exhibition of expressions of “fear,” 
“escape” and “boundaries,” he said. 

He further pointed out that many people in Europe 
do not think the refugee problems are relevant to 
their lives, but the artists are going to try to make the 
viewers rethink their own situations. 

Ms. Fu, who hails from Taiwan but is currently based 
in Germany, has been director of tamtamART-Space 
in Berlin since 2009. She said her work explores the 
definition of the human body and the relationship 
between the individual and the outside world.

Huang Tsai-yen, the producer of the TNUA film crew, 
said that during the making of the films, both sides 
observed some obvious differences between their ways 
of working. For example, the Chapman crew observed 
the U.S. union’s rules of not working more than 12 
hours a day. 

On the TNUA side, the shooting of the film on the 
very first day started with a traditional ritual of 
praying, followed by days of long hours of work and 
overwork that would usually deprive the crew of sleep 
and rest until the filming was completed, Huang said.

Artists call attention to refugee problems

Caption: Artists  Sven Bergelt 
(center)and Fu Ya-Wen(left) give 
a talk at the Center for Art and 
Technology.

Caption: The TNUA and Chapman 
teams at a f i lming location in Los 
Angeles.

TNUA and Chapman film crews complete exchange project

Germany-based artists Sven Bergelt and Fu Ya-Wen 
gave a talk at TNUA on May 20 on how the refugee 
problems in Europe inspired their exploration of 
the personal “escape” from daily life, a theme to be 
underscored in an exhibition they will jointly curate 
in Taiwan later this year.

“Elsewhere is Nowhere” will open at the National 
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts to call attention to the 
refugee problems in Europe.

Prof. Jun-Jieh Wang, chief director of the Center 
for Art and Technology where the artists gave their 
talk, noted that the refugee problems in Europe are a 
serious political issue. 

But the artists’ representations and observations can 
not only motivate people to face the problems, but 
also let them understand how the political and social 
changes would change the artists’ perspectives and 
expressions.  

Production teams from the TNUA Department 
of Filmmaking and Chapman University’s Dodge 
College of Film and Media Arts have held a video-
conferencing session to see and discuss two short 
films they have created in an inter-school project.

The project had started in March 2015. Over the 
months, the teams from both universities worked 
together to create the scripts of the films (no more 
than 15 minutes), create the story boards, look for the 
actors and locations, design the sets, and carry out the 
filming, editing and post-production process.

They managed to break the language and cultural 
barriers and the results were “Cake” by the TNUA 
team and “Pillow Baby” by the Chapman side.

Prof. Chang Chan, who led the TNUA team, noted 
that the project used film as a medium for cross-
cultural exchange, helping the students from different 
cultures learn to work together and better understand 
each other.
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