
original. 

Although extant documents show that only women 
dancers were featured in the original productions of 
"Dance of Death," the professors believe that Wigman 
would not limit her choice of dancers if she were to 
stage it now. The TNUA production will feature both 
male and female dancers. 

Prof. Horn and Prof. Barnett have already worked on 
the project for almost a year. Prof. Horn hopes that 
the results to be achieved in Taiwan will enhance her 
research back in Germany.   

In a lecture he delivered on the first day of his 
workshop, Prof. Abe noted that it was his second visit 
to TNUA since he last came in 2007. He explained his 
art, concepts and techniques by showing video clips 
of the pieces he has exhibited in Japan, Malaysia and 
Norway in recent years.

Prof. Abe noted that iron is an essential element of 
life, and it has also been an essential material for 
creating his art for more than 40 years. 

He said his art places more emphasis on the message it 
wants to convey to the viewers than on the appearance 
of the work itself.

On the last day of the workshop, the participants 
displayed various cast-iron works they had created 
under Prof. Abe’s guidance.

Prof. Horn to present reconstructed 'Dance of Death' at TNUA

Caption: Prof. Henrietta Horn works 
with TNUA students to reconstruct 
Mary Wigman's "Dance of Death."

Caption: Prof. Mamoru Abe shows 
students the fun of making metal 
sculptures at a workshop at TNUA.

Prof. Abe conducts metal sculpture workshop

Prof. Henrietta Horn visited TNUA in September 
working with students on a project to reconstruct 
Mary Wigman's "Dance of Death."

Prof. Horn and Prof. Susan Barnett conducted 
intensive discussions and rehearsals with the students 
in a two-week session preparing for staging "Dance of 
Death II" at TNUA in May 2017.

They are also reconstructing "Dance of Death I," 
which students in Germany are expected to perform 
there in February 2017. 

No video or film recordings of either versions of 
Wigman's dance exist. For "Dance of Death I" (1917), 
there is a dance notation for reference. But there is 
almost nothing left for "Dance of Death II" (1926).

Although the principal goal of the project is 
to reconstruct the dance based on the limited 
information available, both Prof. Horn and Prof. 
Barnett stressed that they are not aiming to merely 
replicate and re-present the original. They said they 
are working to recreate the dance in the spirit of the 

Prof. Mamoru Abe from Japan’s University of Teacher 
Education Fukuoka conducted a metal sculpture 
workshop at TNUA in September.

During the workshop, which ran from September 
20 to 29, Prof. Abe guided the students through 
a contemplation of the essence of art through the 
creation of metal sculptures.

Prof.  Abe,  who specializes in sculptures and 
contemporary arts education and research, finds 
inspiration for his work from the environment, and 
explores the possibilities of art and its connections 
with the environment in cross-boundary media.

Prof. Abe has taken part in various international 
exhibitions and artist-in-residence projects. He has 
been guest artist at Bergen Arkitekt Skole in Norway, 
visiting professor at the University of Oxford’s Ruskin 
School of Drawing and Fine Art, and visiting artist 
of the Chicago Artists International Program at the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
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