
Several international masters and guests of honor 
served as the judges for KuanDon Awards and they 
also gave lectures and workshops during the one-week 
festival. 

These guests of honor included: Carolina Lopez 
Caballero, curator of "From Doodles to Pixels: Over a 
Hundred Year of Spanish Animation"; Roger Gonin, 
curator of Clermont-Ferrand International Short 
Film Festival; Cecile Blondel, director of International 
Relations at Gobelins; South Korean animation 
director Chang Hyung Yun; Chen-Yi Chang, art 
director of Disney Studio; Prof. Xue Yanping from the 
College of Animation, Communication University of 
China; and scriptwriter Ron Norman. 

Gabriel Osorio, the director of the Oscar winning film 
“Bear Story," was also among the guests. But the 2014 
KuanDog Award for International Short Film was the 
first award that "Bear Story" had won.

Osorio said the first award won in Taiwan is especially 
meaningful to him and he was happy to be back at the 
festival. 

The trip to TNUA brought more than 20 members of 
the company to perform at the Kuandu Arts Festival 
a number of famous dances, including “Mercuric 
Tidings,” “Le Sacre du Printemps (the rehearsal),” 
“Cascade,” “Arden Court,” “Beloved Renegade” and 
“Promethean Fire.”

Mr. James Samson, who led the workshop on Oct. 
21, taught its participants the Paul Taylor Dance 
Company’s unique way of training and bodily 
expressions.

He explained how dancers can use their bodily 
expressions to convey the meaning of the dance.

The participants were all impressed by what they were 
taught. One of them said the training allowed him to 
feel that the body movements could be very fluid and 
smooth.

KDIAF concludes with success

Caption: Award winners and guests of honor pose for a picture at the closing cere-
mony of the 2016 KuanDu International Animation Festival.

C ap t i o n :  M r.  Ja m e s 
Samson from the Paul 
Taylor Dance Company 
conducts a workshop at 
TNUA.

Paul Taylor Dance Company at Kuandu Arts Festival

The 2016 KuanDu International Animation Festival 
(KDIAF) closed at TNUA on November 5 with The 
KuanDog Award for International Short Film going to 
Italian director Dario Imbrogno's “OSSA.” 

Belgian director Chloe Alliez won the KuanDog 
Award for International Student Short Film for the 
work “All Their Shades” while the KuanDog Award 
for Taiwanese Short Film went to “Kite” by director 
Lin Hsin. Apart from the three KuanDog Awards, six 
Honorable Mentioned Awards were also announced. 

This year, KDIAF received almost 3,000 short films 
from over 84 countries for competition, and screened 
57 nomination films during the week-long event, 
which opened on Oct. 30. 

The festival organizer, the Animation Department 
of TNUA, expressed excitement about KDIAF’s 
development.  The numbers of registrations to KDIAF 
have been climbing, with the number of entries for 
2016 doubling that of 2015. The significant growth 
signifies KDIAF's growing importance and promising 
future of becoming one of the world's  major 
animation festivals.  

The Paul Taylor Dance Company performed at the 
2016 Kuandu Arts Festival and also conducted a 
workshop showing participants a different kind of 
training in October.

Mr. Paul Taylor, regarded as one of the most successful 
American artists ever, founded his own dance 
company in 1954, and since then he has been eager to 
create original American modern dances.  

Having performed with the Martha Graham Dance 
Company for years, he is seen as an important bridge 
linking the modern dance legend with dancers of the 
21st century.

His dance company has staged performances in 520 
cities across 64 countries since its establishment 
more than 60 years ago. With sponsorships from the 
American government, the company has represented 
the United States in arts festivals in more than 40 
countries.
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