
Visiting Prof. Norman offers film courses

took a Holocaust survivor back to the church at the 
Chelmno extermination camp where he was forced 
to sing before Nazi officers when he was then only 13 
years old.

The revisiting of Polish shtetls by survivors or their 
offsprings allowed Dr. Cinquegrani to explore the 
marks that history carved in space, and to study 
effect of the historical trauma on individuals and 
communities.  

D r.  C i n q u e g r a n i  c i t e d  M a r i a n n e  H i r s c h’s 
“postmemory” concept, which argues that the later 
generations “remember” the historical traumas 
through their familial upbringing.

While there are multiple layers and rich textures in 
the documentaries, Dr. Cinquegrani noted that there 
is an absence of “Jewishness” in feature films about 
the Holocaust.

Because of his love of Taiwan film, he has taught at 
various universities in Taiwan over the last 20 years or 
so, and has witnessed the golden age of Taiwan's New 
Wave film. 

His screenwriting course was an intensive workshop 
lasting for nine weeks (from October 2016 to January 
2017), during which the students worked together to 
write a complete screenplay that could be turned into 
an actual film in the future.
  
For his course on comedy, he showed video clips 
at the start of each class, and then asked students 
to analyze the directors' approaches and the actors' 
performances.

He noted that many of the films shown in class are 
from different cultures. But the cultural differences do 
not prevent the viewers from understanding the films 
or from winning prizes in international film festivals.

Dr. Cinquegrani gives lecture on Holocaust films

Caption: Dr. Maurizio Cinquegrani gives a 
lecture on “The Cinematic Geographies of 
the Holocaust.”

Dr. Maurizio Cinquegrani, a lecturer from Britian’s 
University of Kent, gave a lecture at TNUA recently 
on his latest research project, “The Cinematic 
Geographies of the Holocaust.”

The  project focuses on film archives from the 1940s 
and post-war documentaries and feature films. 

Dr. Cinquegrani has conducted field studies in 
Poland where the German Nazis executed their “Final 
Solution” plan.  He has conducted interviews analyzed 
how people preserve the memories of the Holocaust 
through images, narratives, and landscaping.

Dr. Cinquegrani showed clips from many films 
during his talk, disclosing to the audience the 
otherwise hidden details of the images, as well as the 
characteristics of Jewish shtetls, in a portrayal of the 
historical trauma inflicted by the war.

In making “Shoah,” the director, Claude Lanzmann, 

Visiting Prof. Ronald Michael Norman offered three 
film courses on film genres, comedy movies and TV 
series, and screenwriting, respectively, at TNUA last 
semester. 

Incorporat ing the  v is it ing professor ' s  long-
term observations of Taiwan's films and his own 
experiences, the courses led students through an 
exploration of the potential of Taiwan film. 

Prof. Norman has rich practical and teaching 
experiences. Previously a director at Horizons 
Productions in the United States, he has taken part in 
the writing of screenplays for many Hollywood film 
projects.

He has worked with many film professionals, such 
as Ridley Scott, and has produced films in Germany, 
Switzerland, Italy, Britain, Korea, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan.
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Caption:  Prof .  Ronald 
Michael Norman talks at a 
screenwriting workshop at 
TNUA.


