
Gilbert Varga gives conducting workshop

taught the students at the workshops how to use the 
manga-drawing tools and how to draw manga. He 
also showed some of his manga manuscripts.

Apart from the workshops, Mr. Matsushita also gave a 
lecture at a general education course of the School of 
Film and New Media, during which he talked about 
the development and present situations of Japan’s 
manga market.

Osamu Tezuka, revered as the “god of manga,” opened 
up a very important chapter in Japanese manga, 
according to Mr. Matsushita.

But the approach of the digital age has resulted in 
declining sales of comic books, and in contrast the 
number of readers enjoying online manga from moile 
phones, tablets and computers has been soaring. Mr. 
Matsushita thinks this is an unavoidable trend.

the Philharmonia Hungarica in Marl (1985-1990). He 
was also permanent guest conductor of the Stuttgart 
Chamber Orchestra (1991-1995) and principal guest 
conductor of the Malmo Symphony (1997-2000).

He has toured across the UK, Germany, Spain and 
South America, and he became principal conductor of 
the TSO in 2013. 

During the workshop, Mr. Varga stressed that the 
conductor must understand the ideas that the 
composers wanted to convey when writing the music. 
And it is necessary to pay attention to each and every 
detail of a work in order to perfect the performance. 

He explained in detail the two pieces of music 
he selected for the workshop, and he said he was 
impressed by the TNUA students’ ability in quickly 
grasping the meaning of the works and by their skills 
in playing the music.

Matsushita from KUAD conducts manga workshops

Caption: Mr. Koichiro Matsushita 
(front row, third from right) from 
the Department of Manga, Kyo-
to University of Art and Design, 
poses for a picture with students at 
his Yonkoma manga workshop at 
TNUA.

Mr. Koichiro Matsushita,  a lecturer from the 
Department of Manga, Kyoto University of Art and 
Design (KUAD), conducted a series of Yonkoma 
manga – or four-panel comics – workshops at TNUA 
in March.

There were a total of three workshops arranged by 
TNUA’s Department of Animation for its first-year, 
second-year and third-year students respectively to 
learn the art of Yonkoma manga.

During the workshops, each of the students had to 
create his or her own four-panel comics to introduce 
himself or herself.

Mr. Matsushita is known for his Yonkoma manga and 
digital manga. His work, “The Girl Living Alone,” has 
been very popular among online readers, and a print 
version has also been published. 

The lecturer from KUAD – a sister school of TNUA – 

Mr. Gilbert Varga, principal conductor of the Taipei 
Symphony Orchestra (TSO), gave a conducting 
workshop at TNUA in March.

He selected Richard Strauss’s Tod und Verklärung, 
Op.24 and Igor Stravinsky’s "Firebird" Suite (1919 
version) for four practice sessions within two weeks 
for the workshop. 

Mr. Gilbert Varga, son of famous Hungarian violinist, 
Tibor Varga, studied conducting under three very 
different maestros: Franco Ferrara, Sergiu Celibidache 
and Charles Bruck. 

He is an authoritative conductor who is known for his 
flair. His performances display a wide range of colors, 
textures and emotions. 

He has conducted many of the world’s major 
orchestras. He was chief conductor of the Hofer 
Symphoniker (1980-1985), and chief conductor of 
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Caption: Mr. Gilbert Varga, principal 
conductor of the Taipei Symphony 
Orchestra (TSO), conducts the TNUA 
Orchestra during a workshop in March.


